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Vaccination hesitancy ?

• Refers to delay in acceptance or refusal of vaccines despite 

availability of vaccine services. 

• Is complex and context specific varying across time, place 

and vaccines.

• Is influenced by factors such as complacency, convenience 

and confidence. 
Sage Vaccine Hesitancy Working Group &

Diagnosing the determinants of vaccine hesitancy in specific 

subgroups: The Guide to Tailoring Immunization Programmes (TIP), 

Butler and MacDonald                                  

Journal of Vaccine, 2015. 
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Today, anecdote often wins over fact

Sensationalist emotional stories 

have impact





- She won lotto big prize after HEPATITIS B vaccination

- “It was just after the 2nd shot”, she said

BIG VACCINE PRIZE ON THE NEWSBIG VACCINE PRIZE ON THE NEWSBIG VACCINE PRIZE ON THE NEWSBIG VACCINE PRIZE ON THE NEWS
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With that in mind……

SAGE Vaccine Hesitancy Working Group, the 

scale of vaccine hesitancy and threat it poses

Research/diagnostic tool developed to diagnose 

vaccine hesitancy at national, provincial, district 

and locals levels


